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an essential handbook for students and experienced social workers alike this practical guide filters out the
jargon and sets out what you really need to know 30 easy to follow chapters delve into topics ranging from
holistic thinking to effective record keeping all rooted in neil thompson s extensive hands on experience
complicated subjects such as cultural sensitivity and managing conflict are discussed thoughtfully and
pragmatically helping you understand the roots of tricky situations and find effective solutions each section
successfully combines theory and practice to give a holistic view of social work that can be tailored to help

each unique client over 45 years of experience distilled into one manual for success

this fully revised new edition of becoming a social worker is made up of entirely new stories providing a
glocal frame of reference the book describes the personal and professional narratives of a diverse range of
people working in social work in the uk what brought them into the field and what has kept them in it ever
since the lively accounts reveal what it is like to be a social worker in a range of practice settings today and at
the same time demonstrate that commitment and passion remain at the heart of social work some
contributors will be recognised as people who have played a key part in shaping social work over the years
they provide insights into how the profession has developed over time other contributors less well known but
no less interesting give a vivid account of the ongoing challenges that social work education and practice face
and the values that underpin social work social work is a demanding and difficult job that goes largely unseen
within society we only ever hear about social work and social workers when something goes wrong and a
vulnerable adult or child is hurt becoming a social worker sets out to change that to make social work visible
so that those considering a career in the caring professions across the world can make an informed choice

about whether social work is the career for them it is relevant for all induction courses at the beginning and
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prior to coming on social work programmes including all relevant hnc and hnd courses as well as preparation

for practice courses on all undergraduate and postgraduate social work programmes

this book describes what it is like to be a social worker in a range of different settings in different countries
while many of the narratives are from practitioners and educators who either grew up in the uk half of the
narratives explores the experiences of social workers and educators working in different parts of the world in
countries as diverse as australia and new zealand india and bangladesh ireland sweden and eastern europe

nigeria the usa and canada

on monday 30 november 2020 richard wills resigned burnt out unable to take it anymore and with his health
shot to pieces he decided that being a social worker was no longer him bloody social worker mallet and
memoir documents his 32 years on the front line in madchester and oldham together with his childhood in
cumbria this isn t a dry academic splodge of a book though about processes and policy but one which
illuminates the glorious tragic funny and enchanting figures he came across stumbling into moving taxis
looking after salman rushdie s cat witnessing fights between mr t blind and mr m down s syndrome on the
disco floor and in a helicopter wills invites you into his former world and simply asks you to look at complex
individuals those who perplex and amuse with fresh eyes wills makes your brain tingle and your heart ache as
he takes you through the tunnel of society s most serious issues yet the process feels like a delicate breeze as he
honours the downtrodden sharp informative and laugh out loud in unexpected places aidan martin author of
euphoric recall a fascinating peek into the world of social work emotional honest and sometimes brutal but

with wonderful deft touches of humour mick ferry comedian purveyor of lugubrious surrealism

the social workers toolbox aims to bring order to the diversity of tools which are so characteristic of social
work assessment tools practice tools and outcome measurement tools the tools described in this toolbox can
be directly put into practice and adapted to the social workers personalized approach with their individual
clients and their environments the underlying meta theory for sustainable multimethod social work is the pie
empowerment theory this theory defines social work practice in terms of the partnership between social
worker and client and is aimed at enhancing quality of life through systematically and sustainably addressing
human needs and human rights the multimethod model promotes the flexible combination of well written
evidence and practice based tools packed full of useful checklists the toolbox is ideal reading for both
inexperienced and more practiced social workers the book provides a solid basis through the use of practical
examples for the more experienced social worker it offers a substantial resource and the means to legitimize a
chosen course of action and social work intervention schools of social work will be able to use the book as an

easily accessible resource for social work assessments interventions and quality social work management

packed full of case studies activities and tools for real life practice this book covers all the main topics in the
first year of both the undergraduate and postgraduate degree in social work to provide a holistic view of the

field it used an integrated approach combining theory policy and practice

the first year of practice can be a particularly challenging time for newly qualified social workers this book is
therefore essential reading not only for nqsws entering the workplace but for students on qualifying
programmes who wish to develop their skills beyond graduation this new edition draws upon
recommendations from the social work reform board and includes material on the assessed year in practice
and how new practitioners working in both adults and children and families settings can get the very best out

of supervision

in this ground breaking text book bestselling author neil thompson turns his attention to the question of what
does it mean to be truly professional in the field of social work notions of professionalism in social work have
changed over time early traditional ideas showed themselves to be elitist and inconsistent with the

fundamental principles of social work and have been followed by a period of uncertainty as to whether or not
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social workers are professionals at all now with a move towards a new form of professionalism beginning to
take shape this book presents a cogent argument for reaffirming this vital aspect of social work informed by
extensive experience and expertise thompson examines the role of the modern day social worker in four parts
as problem solver thinker manager and professional whether a student new to the complexities of this
demanding rewarding field taking a social work practice or placement module or a qualified practitioner
seeking a source of guidance this book will help meet the challenge of developing a professionalism that is

consistent with the values of contemporary social work

developed from the author s own experiences in social work and social work education this book considers
alternative approaches for social workers in dealing with the extensive demands persistent pressures and
stress that they may face in their daily working lives the positive social worker is firmly located in an
individual group organisational cultural and socio political context it considers and celebrates concepts linked
to the importance and sources of work related well being individual chapters describe and critically analyse
the social work context the role of hope optimism commitment resilience support appraisals positive
emotions and coping self efficacy control and agency throughout clear links are made with social work
practice while the book concentrates on a uk context it draws on literature from social work social
organisational work and positive psychology and sociology from the uk the usa europe australasia and other
countries this book should be considered essential reading for social workers graduate and postgraduate social
work students practice teachers and lecturers it will also be of relevance to professionals and professionals in

training in the criminal justice and health and social care fields

where did professional social work originate from how effective are social work interpretations in the lives of
vulnerable people a textbook of social work provides a comprehensive discussion of social work practice and
its evidence base it strikes a balance between the need for social workers to understand the social economic
cultural psychological and interpersonal factors which give rise to clients problems and the need for them to
know how best to respond with practical measures divided into three parts the text covers the history and of
social work as a movement and profession in the first and social work methods and approaches in the second
the final part looks at the major specialisms including among others chapters on children and families youth
offenders and substance misusers social work and mental health disabled people older people providing a
comprehensive guide to conceptual and methodological issues in social work and containing plentiful case
studies and examples this book is an essential read for social work students as well as a valuable resource for

practitioners and academics

this book explores the journey of becoming a social worker it is based upon the experiences of social work
students themselves and therefore provides a unique inside out perspective by showing that personal
professional and political elements are interwoven in students journeys the author demonstrates that
integrating these elements is vital to critical reflection and relationship based social work content includes
social work theory therapeutic and risk management interventions emotional and ethical aspects of practice
political and cultural contexts of practice and issues around supervision and assessment the book also includes
introductions real life case study exercises points for reflection diagrams and tables further reading and
resources equips new students to reflect upon their own journeying and to learn more effectively from
modules and placements provides case study material on all aspects of placements such as meeting key roles
and value requirements covers career pathways for final year students including guidance on dealing with job
interviews and occupational stress this is important reading across a range of modules and will be particularly

valuable for new students and students on placement

social workers are constantly making decisions under pressure how do policy law research and theory
influence what they do this important book provides the answers with a crystal clear map of the field of social

work with children and families focused on four major themes family support work child protection adoption
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and fostering and residential child care and reveals in detail all the challenges that social workers face every
day edited by the highly respected martin davies this authoritative and illuminating book argues that the skill
of the social worker can have life enhancing consequences for some of the most vulnerable people in society it

is an essential investment for students educators and practitioners alike

fully revised and restructured this fresh edition offers students and trainee social workers an incisive and
authoritative introduction to the subject as well as entirely new sections on theory and practice the expert
contributions which have shaped the companion s leading reputation have been updated and now include
innovative standalone essays on social work theory comprehensively reworked new edition comprising six
substantive sections covering essential topics for trainee social workers in effect six books in one includes an
extensive introduction and chapters by leading experts on the focus and purpose of social work provides a
unified textbook for trainees and an invaluable professional reference volume features a wealth of new
material on theory and practice alongside detailed expositions of the social and psychological framework
stages in the human life cycle and the objectives and core components of social work each chapter lists five

key points to remember questions for discussion and recommendations for further reading

in this lively introduction suitable for students at any level lena dominelli explores the extraordinary scope
and importance of social work using engaging examples from contemporary social work practice she clearly
answers questions about what social work is how social workers work in a variety of settings and the clients
they are likely to deal with she tackles head on the dilemmas social workers face in their day to day work and
the challenges of working with limited resources and marginalized social groups such as the elderly the
homeless and abused children this work will affirm the valuable contribution social workers can make to

human wellbeing and demonstrate how the promise and potential of social work can be and is realized

the first year of practice can be the most challenging for newly qualified social workers this book takes a
practical look at the transition from student to practitioner and covers applying for a first post and managing
the first years of practice including specific guidance on topics such as induction supervision and post
qualifying awards also covered are court skills team working report writing and record keeping each of these
sections within the book contains critical commentary from both an employer s and newly qualified social

worker s perspective bringing alive the importance of these issues

this book tells stories of just how powerful social work can be at its heart are stories drawn from frontline
practice ranging from first interviews through to complex decision making along the way we meet the social
worker who assessed a cat though for all the right reasons we witness the cost of failing to protect the rights
of adults exemplified in the tragic death of connor sparrowhawk we also see the transformations that can
happen when social workers really get it right as in the case of peter whose love of balloons led them to
feature in his care plan these stories from practice are combined with guidance and reflective exercises to offer
valuable practice wisdom and learning for new and experienced social workers alike by turns funny wise and
moving this book articulates the personal and professional qualities needed to practise rights based social
work it reveals the potential of the profession to make a difference to the lives of individuals and to

communities

this engaging and stimulating book is well placed to become a key text in many student social workers redaing
lists journal of interprofessional care an excellent book abounding with conceptual insights bursting with
research and evidence based reasoning and pretty comprehensive in the spread of topics it contains plenty of
though provoking material in nice sized chunks that challenged me to think about my practice in different
ways and also made me want to find out more the range of contributors is impressive and students could do a
lot worse than digest and reference their work in assignments professional social work a comprehensive

account of the issues related to social workers personal development and latest developments in social work
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practice i have no doubt that this book will provide an invaluable reference guide for social workers who are
interested in the development of the profession social policy and social work swap this book is put together in
an accessible and engaging way which serves to stimulate the reader by posing questions and creating
opportunities for reflecting on the key learning points of each chapter it should be an essential reading item
on the book list of every social work student and act as a training resource to those training future social
workers and those already established within the profession health social care in the community in recent
years social work has been devalued by politicians and the media however it requires practitioners equipped
with key skills to empower individuals and communities and rooted in values which stimulate them to
promote social justice it is heartening that social work educators are at the forefront of equipping social
workers with the skills and values to promote a better society this book will open hearts and minds to achieve
these ends bob holman former community worker and professor of social policy social work a companion to
learning is an exciting and definitive new book that will equip readers with the core knowledge and skills they
need to successfully complete their social work training and go on to be an effective practitioner the text takes
a holistic and critical approach not only enabling students and practitioners to understand how to practise
social work effectively but also how to locate this practice within its societal context written and edited by
leading experts in the field each chapter skilfully explores key themes issues and concepts underpinning social
work theory and practice in an engaging authoritative and accessible way the selection of topics serves to
establish the contexts through which social work education can best be understood the core requirements and
processes that characterise social work courses the issues involved in continuing professional development
the chapters comprise a wide range of key issues such as communication skills partnership working the values
of social work supervision management law and research mindedness as well as two unique chapters written
exclusively from service users perspectives case studies interactive questions key points and further reading
sections are used throughout the book to bring the material to life and aid readers understanding social work
a companion to learning will be a core text for students and practitioners at all levels providing the most up to
date and comprehensive companion they will need to help them progress in their careers mark lymbery has
taught social work at the university of nottingham since 1995 he is the author of social work with older
people 2005 also published by sage karen postle is a lecturer in social work at the university of east anglia both

authors have a background as social work practitioners
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